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2 CLAVIS APOCALYPTICA.

2. The order of the seals and of the trumpets
included under them, is certain and indubitable ;
namely, that which the number points out from
I. to. VII. When the rest of the prophecies are
compared with one another, and then with the
seals by synchronism, the order of the whole
Apocalypse will be manifest; and this, with
God'’s assistance, we now proceed to exhibit.

O thou that sittest on the throne, and thou,
O Lamb, the root and the offspring ®* of David,
who alone wast worthy to receive and open the
book, open the eyes of thy servant, direct his
hand and his mind, that in these thy mysteries
he may discern and disclose something to the
glory of thy name, and to the advantage of the
Church !

PART I.

SYNCHRONISM 1.

Of the Woman driven into the Wilderness.

Of the Seven-Headed Beast restored.

Of the Outer Court trodden down by the Gentiles.
Of the Witnesses on Earth prophesying in Sackcloth.

It is from hence that I begin, and my first syn-
chronism shall be that of the remarkable quater-

¢ Stirps may imply both.






















































20 CLAVIS APOCALYPTICA.

antecedents of those contemporary events, must
contemporize with one another. Q.E. D.

SYNCHRONISM VII.

Of the Seven Phials ; with the Beast and Babylon
declining to their Fall.

The effusion of the phials brings ruin and
destruction on the beast, as is manifest from
the text. For the conquerors of the beast sing
the song of Moses, éxwixwv, or the song of
victory. c. xv. v. 2, 3. And it appears espe-
cially, from the first phial, c. xvi. v. 2, which
sends the plague of an ulcer “ on the men who
had the mark of the beast, and on those who
adore his image;” from the fifth, which is
poured “ on the throne of the beast,” and which
renders his kingdom dark; and also from the
last, on the pouring out of which Babylon is
wholly overthrown. Therefore, the effusion of
the phials is contemporary with the concluding
scenes of the beast and Babylon.












24 CLAVIS APOCALYPTICA.

trumpets, it follows clearly that the beast also
must begin with the same seventh seal, or that
of the trumpets.

Now, it has been already shown by Synch.
IV. Part I. that the assembly of the sealed must
be altogether and exactly contemporary with the
beast. That the same assembly begins with the
seventh seal, is plain from the seventh chapter,
where the act of sealing immediately follows the
sixth seal ; since, as soon as the vision of the
sixth seal is finished, and when the seventh,
which is that of the trumpets, is just about to open,
attention is paid to the elect servants of God by
the impression of a seal, that they might not be
destroyed by the storm of calamities which was
brooding over the earthly globe.

Now, the four angels who presided over the
four quarters of the world, were just ready to let
loose the winds (which they had hitherto re-
strained), at the sound of the trumpets. Atten-
tion must likewise be paid to the sound of the
fifth trumpet, c. ix. v. 4. that you may under-
stand, even from that indication, that the sealing
belongs to the times of the trumpets. It is
beyond all doubt that the conclusion and ter-
mination of the sixth seal is the beginning of the
seventh, since the series of the seals with respect
to each other, cannot and ought not to be inter-

rupted. Therefore, it is necessary that the
7






























34 CLAVIS APOCALYPTICA.

companion of the ten-horned beast, and the
minister of the bestial power, of whom you have
it written expressly, that he should perform
great wonders, and deceive the inhabitants of
the earth by the miracles which it was given him
to perform. Now, who can readily believe that
while these beasts were in possession of au-
thority, the dragon, or Satan, was cast into the
abyss, and a seal put upon him, that he might
not deceive the nations any more? But from
the trumpets themselves, (of the intermediate
time at least,) there is not wanting an argument
of the devil's being free and unbound. For is
not that king of the locusts of the fifth trumpet,
who is called the angel of the abyss, to whom
the Hebrew name of Abaddon is applied, and
the Greek of Apollyon, and whom John points
out as him who had long since fallen to the
earth, that very dragon himself and Satan whom
Michael, before the trumpets had begun to sound,
had cast down from heaven to earth? For in
the whole Apocalypse, I do not remember to
have read of any other besides him who fell to
the earth, nor do I know any one else to whom
those titles of the angel of the abyss and Abaddon
could apply. However that may be, Satan was
certainly not bound at that time; the bottomless
pit (as it is there called) was not closed upon
him and sealed, but open to that degree, that






























414 CLAVIS APOCALYPTICA.

is to be considered as the opposite to the beast,
with which it is contemporary, both in meaning
and duration, completed its period likewise with
the beast. (Synch. IV. Part. 1) Therefore the
palm-bearing multitude follows both, and con-
sequently falls in with the seventh trumpet,
which is the interval from the downfal of the
beast.

The palm-bearing multitude are citizens of the
new Jerusalem; for of both it is said, * that
they shall not hunger any more, nor thirst any
more ; that the Lamb.shall feed them, and lead
them to living fountains of waters ; and that God
shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.”

Now, the new Jerusalem is contemporary with
the seventh trumpet, and therefore the palm-
bearing multitude is so likewise.

THE EPOCH OF THE APOCALYPSE.

The epoch of the Apocalypse, as far as it is a
prophecy of the future, whether you are inclined
to consider it as commencing from the beginning
of Christianity, or from the ruin of the Jewish
polity and church, or from the moment of time
in which the revelation was made to St. John,
or in whatever way it may be understood, (for I
will not act as an interpreter, when I recollect





















CLAVIS APOCALYPTICA. 51

by no means fitted of myself (of which I am
fully conscious) to such an undertaking.

Blessing, and honour, and glory be unto Him
that sitteth on the Throne, and to the Lamb,
for ever and ever!

E 2



A COMMENTARY

ON THE

REVELATION OF SAINT JOHN,

ACCORDING TO THE RULE OF

THE APOCALYPTICAL KEY.

Apoc. c. vi. 2. * Exivit vincens et ut vinceret.”

Apoc. c.i. 7. “ Ecce venit cum nubibus et videbit eum omnis
oculus, etiam qui eum transfixerunt.”

THE FIRST PART

Of the Apocalyptical Commentaries, according to
the Rule of the Apocalyptical Key, on the First
Prophecy which is contained in the Seals and
Trumpets ; with an Introduction concerning the
Scene of the Apocalypse.

As it is my design to investigate the meaning
of the Apocalyptical visions, it is requisite for
me to treat, in the first place, of that celestial
theatre to which John was called, in order to
behold them, exhibited as on a stage, and after-
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Sem_. ez Sac S ave ready to fly every
w37, Ok 5 nly yrepared w faolfil the com-
a Gut umversily and emtirely. In
snicon we o= sHi 2y, wisat was the nature
of Ther qurs. 36 wel Sak of the Iving creatures,
a3 X Tnr eunes Fousd the throoe, namely, of
s EmE. Tk < as eSenm as those animated
buimrs were avar @ give ghary, and honour,
ami xass = Hom that sat on the throne;”
i. ¢. 35 oCen a3 U churches formed their holy
comrreranms, © Jem < the four-and-twenty
ehders. I rar3: of tear office preceding the ani-
mared beizzs, are accustomed to < fall down
before God,” saying, = Woethy art Thou, O Lord,
to receive ghory, and honour, and power; for
Thou hast created all things, and for thy plea-
sure they are and were created.” This inter-
pretation being admitted, the diction of John,
which many pretend to be a solecism, as impro-
perly using the futures, dioowsm, wesowrras, wpoo-
xvryeoway, instead of the preterites, will easily be
defended ; since, according to the Hebrews,
(whose ideas the apostle every where adopts,)
the future is used to denote an act of custom or
duty, so that John is by no means to be supposed
to relate what was there done in the vision, by
the animated beings and elders, but what was
to be done as occasion should arise, and what
he himself saw done by them afterwards, in the






































































































































































































































































































162 CLAVIS APOCALYPTICA.

rius to these times. The latter, indeed, he will
find to have been of very moderate extent, and
the former to have lasted for a very short space
of time, (or not more than ten years.) Neither,
then, is to be reckoned in the same place and
order as the rest, though otherwise something of
the same nature may be discovered.








































































































































































218 CLAVIS APOCALYPTICA.

Christ, and to be brought to the knowledge of
the Church. “ And I took,” says he, * the little
book from the hands of the angel, and ate it up,
and it was in my mouth sweet as honey, but
when I had eaten it, my stomacli was embitter-
ed.”—* And he said unto me,” (this is the mean-
ing of the symbol,) “ Thou must prophesy again
before many peoples, and nations, and tongues,
and kings *.”

Such was the inauguration of St. John. Then
follows the prophecy, which begins with an act
of his, relative to the temple of God. And
therefore, by the image of a double court, one
measured, and the other rejected on account of
the profanation of the Gentiles, demonstrates
that there would be in order a double state of
the Church.

¢ By those words, “ Thou must prophesy agaia,” (by
which the type of the eaten book is explained,) it is intimated
that the following system of visions goes over again the Apo-
calyptical time from the very beginning. But if any vision of
that prophetic system is to be sought for from the commence-
ment of the period or Apocalyptical time, it is certainly agree-
able to reason, that the first vision of the system should chal-
lenge the foremost place, both because it is first, and because
it is the sum and compendium of all that follow.
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will still correspond to the same sense. For
what then will this court denote, measured by
the Divine reed, but the state of the Church so
represented to be the workmanship of God, built
on the foundation of the apostles and prophets,
Christ himself being the chief corner-stone? op-
posed to the following court, which God did not
acknowledge for his building, and therefore John
is prohibited from measuring. Whether you
interpret it in the latter or the former manner,
the substance, as you see, will be the same.
But he that shall interpret it in a different sense,
unless I am mistaken, can bring no example of
his interpretation from Scripture.

How appositely indeed the situation of the
altar in this court may adumbrate the frequent
sacrifices of martyrs, under that state of the
Church, will appear, both from the circumstance
itself, and from the contemporary vision of the
red dragon fighting with Michael for the offspring
of the woman, when we come to the interpreta-
tion thereof.














































































246 CLAVIS APOCALYPTICA.

they were conquered in battle; but it is not usual
for troops to be gathered together within the
walls of a city ; but if not in the enemy’s land,
at least in the region and provinces subject to the
city. Fourthly, “ the people, tribes, tongues, and
nations,” might see “the dead bodies of those
who were slain for three days and a half,” and
not suffer them to be buried. It seems, there-
fore, that they did not lie in any way or street of
the great city, but were either dispersed or spread
abroad throughout the provinces, to which, con-
sequently, the signification of ric xAareiac ought to
be accommodated.®* And if any one should say,
that the army of the beast, by which the witnesses
were routed and slain, might be composed of
various people and tongues, and therefore might
easily see the carcases of those whom they had
slain, we must recur to the former ; it is not cus-
tomary for such armies to be gathered together
within the walls of a city. For, undoubtedly, the
subject is so to be explained, especially where no

* From hence, again, it appears obvious that the witnesses
could not be two persons existing together at any one time, or
in succession, because after death, such a description could not
be applicable to their dead bodies ; but rather two combined
systems or modes of religious instruction, which might meta-
phorically be said to die and revive; that is, to be discarded
for a while, and afterwards restored to just influence and
authority.—R. B. C.
















































262 .CLAVIS APOCALYPTICA.

to reasonings of this sort, may apply the judg-
ment of his eyes to the following diagram.

Axciext Roue, MobpErx Roue,
42 Miles in 15 Miles in
Circumference. Circumference.
7 v
120
7 g r V <
2+ ars 24
7

s

Aéxaroy Tij¢ XOAews.

We cannot, indeed, examine every thing here
according to line and rule, but it is wonderful
how near we can approach to it. I define the
circumference of the present city by the walls
by which it is surrounded, for beyond them,
contrary to what was formerly the case, it is not
at this day inhabited; but the whole contents,
whatever they may be, are included within the
walls ; those walls which Hadrian the First, and
Leo the Fourth, pontiff, erected, as it were, by a
fatal instinct, as the boundary to that which had
just been made the seat of the pontifical king-
















































278 CLAYVIS APOCALYPYICA.

ten horns; seven heads both on account of the
scven hills on which the city was built, and on
account of the seven orders of kings or dynasties
which would successively rule the empire of that
city ; but the ten horns are so called on account of
the ten kingdoms, which were to rise in the time
of its last head (upon which they grew,) which in-
terpretation is not mine, but that of the angel,
ch. xvii. where there will be a more convenient
opportunity of treating on these matters, if any
thing requires to be added. In the mean time,
another character of the Roman empire is here
subjoined, for it is said to have drawn « a third
part of the stars of heaven with its tail, and cast
them on the earth;” that is, to have subjected a
third part of the princes and dynasties of the
world to its empire. For so much, namely a third
purt of the globe known in the age of John, the Ro-
mandominion circumscribed withinits boundaries.

Now the tail, according to the doctrine of the
Indinns in Achmet, generally signifies attendants
and followers of power, Apot. 162; but what
more the tail of the serpent may imply, will be
fcon by-and-by. And these, indeed, were the
characters of the Roman empire universally ; but
tho representation of a dragon determines the
worshipper of the dragon and the enemies of the
woman’s sced specifically, that is, as heathen,
and the adversary of the Christian name; and

7






280 CLAVIS APOCALYPTICA.

raoh, and it hecame T8> a serpent, or dragon.”
It signifies, indeed, elsewhere, a whale or gram-
pus, but then as a marine dragon, whose form
in some respects it resembles. But why, you
will say, is so much stress laid upon this word ?
Why, in order to show that in the resemblance
which Satan first abused, in subverting Adam, it is
the custom of the Holy Spirit, under the type of
that disgraced and accursed animal, to designate
the kingdoms infested by the devil, and hostile to
his church, the seed of the woman.

“ And the dragon stood before the woman,
who was about to be delivered, that when she
should bring forth, he might devour her child.”
That is, as Pharaoh did to the ancient Israel
springing up in Egypt, and as afterwards Herod
did to Christ, the Son of Mary, our Lord, so the
Roman dragon laid wait for the mystic Christ,
whom the Church was about to bring forth, that
he might oppress him immediately after his birth.

“ And she brought forth a male child, who
was to rule all nations with a rod of iron” (or an
iron sceptre). That is, she brought forth a mys-
tic Christ, or Christ formed in his members, not
the Son of Mary, but of the Church, according to
that of the Apostle to the Galatians, c. iv. v. 19.
¢ My little children, of whom I travail in pain
again, till Christ be formed in you.” For since
the words are a periphrasis of Christ, it is neces-


































































302 CLAVES APOCALYPTICA.

the empire of the Czsars, after the expalsion of
the dragon, had settied after the Barbaric plague,)
coalescing at length mto one Roman republic,
through the renewed impiety of the dragon.

“ I saw,” said he, “ a beast ascending out of
the sea. having seven heads, and ten horns, and
upon his hotns ten diadems, and upon his heads
the name of blasphemy.” The same beast is
here described as that which afterwards, c. xvil.
carries the harlot ; the seven-headed Roman
beast, under the state of its last head. “ 1 saw,”
savs St. John, “ the type of that last state of the
Roman kingdom, in which, acting under its se-
venth head, it was divided into ten kingdoms;
and vet in the same manner, as it had done
under its former heads, he blasphemed the great
God Almighty by the worship of idols.” For the
number of seven heads is a particular mark of
the Roman kingdoms, as well as the farniture of
ten horns. The name of blasphemy is the mark
of idolatry. The diadems, or crowns, placed on
the horns, (which are on the last head only,)
point out that the kingdom is exhibited under
the government of its last head, which will be
amply confirmed by the remaining description of
the beast.

“ And the beast which I saw was like a leo-
pard, and his feet as those of a bear, and his
mouth as the mouth of a lion.” That is, this
























810 CLAVIS APOCALYPTICA.

Complutensian edition, according to the tes-
timony of Irenseus, Aretas, the Syrian paraphrast
lately published, and among the Latin authors,
Primasius does not acknowledge the words “ I
saw,” but joins the words, “ one of the heads,”
with the word “ gave,” as in this sentence, * The
dragon delivered unto him his power and throne
and great authority, and one of its heads mor-
tally wounded, that it might be cured.” I
suspect also that the Latin Vulgate read it so
formerly, on account of the words “ de capitibus
suis,” instead of ““ ¢jus.” But whether this read-
ing is to be preferred to the other, I will not
hastily affirm, but only that it appears to be
very ancient, so that I wonder it was not noticed
by R. Stephen. But whichever it may be, the
received reading, if rightly interpreted, and as
the subject actually requires we should in-
terpret it, evidently gives the same sense. “ I
saw (says he) one of the heads, as it had been
wounded to death;” namely, not at the time the
apostle saw it, but before it emerged in this
form from the sea, vwepovrredicwc, or in the
preter-pluperfect tense, as in ch. v. ver. 6, he
had said, he “ saw in the midst of the elders and
of the animals a Lamb standing, as if it had been
slain,” not slain at the time he saw it. What is
added, however, about the healing of the wound,
that he saw done, either while the beast was
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the nations. Whatever is commnemorated before,
partly relates to the form of the beast, partly to
the occasion and manner of his rise. And why,
1 beseech you, should we represent to ourselves
an antichristian beast, of whom for some time,
no facts are related, no persecution recorded !
Nay, if we follow the reading of Irenzus and
the Complutensian version, by expunging 1
saw,” there will be no longer a place for such an
interpretation. “ And all the earth wondered
after the beast ;” that is, with the utmost appro-
bation and consent, they went over to the party
of the beast. “ And they worshipped the dragon,
which gave power to the beast, and they wor-
shipped the beast, saying, Who is like unto the
beast ! who is able to make war with him ¥
That is, they did not simply worship the beast
as a beast, but also as a vicegerent of the dragon.
Therefore they did not venerate the beast alone,
but the dragon himself likewise, under the mask
of the beast. For to worship the beast, unless
so far as idolatry discharged the functions of the
dragon, in the sense in which it is here used,
would not have been more impious than to obey
any kind of mundane power.

The beast, in truth, denotes a kingdom. To
adore the beast, then, according to the usage of
the Hebrew and Oriental languages, is the same
thing as to be subject to him, which the expla-
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Eitherto of the comstitation and state of the
besst. [tilm:xp&adinwhatthings
e exercised the power committed to him by the
dragon ; vix. i two,—in blasphemy towards God,
and the persecution of the saints. The whole
description i taken from the prophecy of Daniel,
ch. vii. where be treats of the same subject, as
here, thut is, the Roosan beast in the last state.
Buat the crcumsstances wiich are there related to
Dumel by the angel, rather succinctly, are here
mure diffusively kaid open, as in an interjected
expianation.

“ There was given to him (says he) a mouth
speaking great thines”™ The mouth speaking
grext thines s Daniels; but here the great
words are explained by “blasphemies;” under
wiich same, it will presently be asserted, ido-
istroas worship was designated, as a matter of
the bighest affront to God.

Movreover, he says, that the beast should so
blaspheme for forty-two months; that is, of
vears, throughout the same space of time, as the
Geatiles should trample down the outer court
of the temple, or the holy city. And not unde-
servedly, since that profanation of the Gen-
tiles runs in a parallel line with the same impiety
as this blasphemy of the beast, and both point
out a subject of the power of darkness and of
night, and therefore to be measured, not by
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gever received, the mark of Christ, and of the
Father. Ouly those, a hundred and forty-four
thousand, who bad not gone over to the camp of
tze beast. butr adhered firmly to the Lamb, show
taz Lord's mark ou their foreheads

Oue thing xill remains to be noticed ; viz.
tzat thocgh the sealed in both instances, namely,
kere as well as in c. vii are the same, yet the
reason for the sealing is not the same in both;
acd that in cousequence of the different intent
ct the sealing. For there the subject of protec-
tion is treated of ; here. of service and fidelity.
But tkere is no necessity on that account to seek
any other sizn absolutely different from that of
baptism ; for baptism answers to both, since,
over and above that which is the sign of our
profession, God superadds another, namely, that
of his grace, by which he acknowledges those
who are washed, as his own, and receives them
into his protection.

The latter, then, is treated of in the first vision
of the sealed ones, the former in the present, if I
am not deceived. And it favours this construc-
tion, that Clemens Alexandrinus, according to
Eusebius, lib. iii. c¢. 17, calls baptism ré\eaow
¢vlaxrnpiov, perfect guardianship. Also that
Nazianzen, Orat. on Holy Baptism, affirms, that
it is called a seal, as svrrapnawv, because it is con-
servation. Lastly, that of Basil, Exhort. to
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haps, more diffusively detail by an explanation;
for it is deeply imprinted on my mind, that the
whole mystery of the evangelical worship is
therein contained.

As to the reason of the term applied to it, it
seems to be called new, either as different and
distinguished from that which was sung before the
mission of Christ, (for under this, according to
the saying of the apostle, *“ Old things are passed
away, behold all things are become new,”) or, for
the new benefit resulting from his advent, granted
to none of the former ages of the world, but only
to the last times; for which benefit, God was
from thenceforth to be glorified, as well by angels
as by men. And this reason for the expression
will be confirmed both by that passage of Isaiah,
c. xlii. vv. 9, 10, “ New things do I declare—
Sing unto the Lord a new. song,” and that ap-
pellation which occurs so often in the Psalms, of
a new song, not to be understood, as it appears,
in any other sense than either such a one by
which the Divine power is celebrated for some
new blessing, especially that of deliverance; (as
in Psalm xI. “ He brought me out of the miry
clay; and He hath put a new song into my
mouth ;") or, at least, one which is sung accord-
ing to the manner of such songs, with no common
joy and delight. That either of which would
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the kings and inhabitants of the earth commit
fornication. With such, those who are of the
company of the Lamb have not consorted ; that
is, they have not contaminated themselves with
idolatrous incest. “ For they are virgins ;” that
is, free from all stain of idolatry. For the mode
of analogy fully requires that these should be
called virgins in the same sense in which the
others, whether kings or people, are said to
commit fornication with Babylon. Besides,
since Babylon herself is spoken of as the mo-
ther of harlots, it follows that her daughters, the
other states, must likewise be young harlots,
with whom the inhabitants subject to them are
polluted by spiritual fornication.

“ These are they that follow the Lamb where-
soever he goeth.” That is, most faithfully adhere
to him, and do not desert him on any occasion;
the metaphor being taken from those who never
recede from a person’s side, but accompany him
in every place. Or thus: In whatever city,
region, or territory, the Lamb has pitched his
tent, there they attend upon Him; not like the
rest of those who are called Christians, but will
not seek for and follow the Lamb any where,
unless he dwell at Rome, in the seat of St. Peter.
“ These were redeemed from among men, being
the first-fruits unto God and the Lamb.” That
is, they were redeemed from the remaining pro-
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the kingdom of God established. In which sense
also, the apostle says, that it was “ promised by
God, xo0 xoovwr aiuviev, before the world began,”
Titus, ch. L v. 2. So then ewomor will be here
the same as ex’ aiwvoc, and the everlasting Gos-
pel mean the same as in the Hebrew, o>y mwa
the ancient Gospel, as {pamot aidwoe, Isa. ch. lviii.
fpt&x I;I'Cm, Jer. ch. vi. v. 16, and Bovral &évnoc,
Deut. ch. xxxiii. v. 15, are rendered, the * old
waste places, the old paths, and the ancient
mountains.”

‘ Saying with a loud voice, Fear God and
give glory to him, for the hour of his judgment
is come, and worship him who made heaven and
earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters.”

The first angel, announcing that the time of
the kingdom of God was now at hand, in which
his judgment would be exercised on idols and
idolaters, and therefore it began to be exercised
as soon as the demons were thrown down, and
cast out from the Roman throne; on which
account he exhorts the nations, and tribes, and
tongues, and people, who had from that time
submitted to the power of Christ, that mindful
of what they had done, they should worship the
one only true God, the Creator, as it is an-
nounced in the Gospel,—and keep themselves
from idols. “ Fear God,” says he; that is, re-
verence him, and give him the glory,—the glory
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great and wicked saying, namely, that the virgin
mother of God herself is a being of no utility
after death, and destitute of all advantage, and
cannot be an aid, or a patroness to any one.”
I add to these the testimony of Cedrenus. He
relates, that Constantine issued an universal law,
{without doubt, from the opinion of a council,
whose Acts are not extant at this day, except the
declaration only) “ That no one whatever of the
servants of the Lord should be called Saint, bat
that their relics when found should be despised,
(that they might not be superstitiously vene-
rated, O Cedrenus, even though they were real;
and if false, be cast out of the temple ;) nor their
mtercession invoked, for it was of no wvalue”
“ The wretch added,” says he, “that no one
should implore the intercession of Mary.”

Now the reader may agree with me, whether
he does not think it clear from these testimonies,
that there was something transacted in that
council against the worship of saints and relics.
I have dwelt so much the longer on the proof of
this, because it is not so well known to every one
as that against images. But we have not yet
discharged our duty; that calumny about the
epithet of Saint being denied to the just, as if in
degradation and contumely, must first be wiped
away. For it is evident from the declaration of
the Synod, (which is extant at this day in the
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xoocaywyie, an usher and mediator with God;
in the same manner as Gregory Nazianzen gives
the title to our Lord Christ, according to the
apostle to the Ephesians, c. ii. v. 18. A «ires
ixousy wposaywynr xpoc Tov Heripe. “ Through
him we have access to the Father. However
it may be, it appears by the testimonies adduced,
it was at the time supposed, that by the use of
this word the superstitious feeling towards the
saints who had departed this life, was supported
and cherished. To resist which, by every
means and effort, its use was interdicted, not,
indeed, absolutely and universally, as their ad-
versaries calumniously represent, but in giving
that title to the temples only, which were named
in memory of the apostles and martyrs.

This was done, as it appears, to do away the
error of supposing, that either the places them-
selves, where God was approached through the
intercession of martyrs, or of those whose names
they bore, were entitled to veneration. There-
fore, instead of the name of Saints, they thought
fit to substitute that of apostles and martyrs,
certainly not less honourable. It was indeed the
province of him to judge on this subject consi-
derately and ‘advisedly, who had all the circum-
stances of the time, and the facts of the case,
before him, openly and fully displayed. In the
mean time, it does not detract at all from the
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nearly 300 bishops, besides abbots, and others;
where the worship and adoration of images were
condemred, together with the second Nicene
Council, which had established them, and which
approved. And again in the Synod of Paris, in the
year 825, assembled by the command of Louis,
in which it is shown at length, both from Divine
authority and from the opinions of the Fathers,
t}n: the adoration of images was a wicked and

mmpicus practice, and the Nicene Synod was re-
probated, as guilty of this kind of superstition.
Add to this, the commentary sent by Charle-
magne to the pontiff Hadrian, the champion of
wdols, after the Frankfort Council; and here
likewise you may acknowledge the angel flying
in the midst of heaven. Hitherto we have at-
tended to the exhortation of the first angel : now
let us listen to the preaching of the second.

The second angel denounces Rome for its fil-
thiness, and the multitude of its idolatries; by
which, in despite of the exhortations of the first
angel, she had not only contaminated herself, but
also had exhibited herself as the leader and chief
of all the nations of the world, that they with her
might do the same, and by which she was now
converted from the city of God into Babylon ;
on this account become at length wholly ob-
noxious through her impenitence to the Divine
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It s an imitation of Isaiah, c. xxi_ who expresdy,
m the same words, and on an occasion not difis-
ent n kind, related the ruin of the ancient Bs
bylon, not yet accomplished, but pre-announced,
as here by the foundations being laid, it shood
most surely come to pass. For as chronolog
teaches, Isaiah uttered his prophecy at the vay
time when the Medes, who were hereafter to lay
waste Babylon, having shaken off the yoke o
the Assyrians, asserted their own liberty; asd
baving built Ecbatana, under their new king
Dejoces, laid the foundations of that kingdom,
which was to be fatal both to Nineveh and Bs
bylon.

“ Because she made all nations drink of the
wine of the excess of her fornication.”

That is to say, she has deceived them with
philtres, with medicated wine ; Guuoc here does
not mean wrath or violent anger, but according
to the Hellenistic use of the word, poison *; for
they conceive it to be synonymous with the
Hebrew 3, which signifies sometimes wrath,
sometimes poison. Hence, Deut. c. xxxii. v. 33.
Sept. « Ouuoc dpaxdvrev o oivoc avrwv, xai Suuoe
asxidwr aviarog.” “ Their wine is the poison of
dragons, and the incurable venom of asps.” Also
Job, c. xx. v. 16. “ ©uuov Spaxovrwy OpAdoewev,

* Rather inflammation, excitation.
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that I do not remember any where in the sacred
Scripture, that the day of death is pointed out
as the day of recompense, but only the day of
resurrection and judgment. Secondly, the de-
nunciation from heaven, with a command to
write, does not seem applicable, except to point
out some remarkable turn of events. Undoubt-
edly a command of this kind is nowhere else to
be found, except in the beginning of this entire
prophecy. Lastly, there is an agreement in
sense, if well-attended to, between this proclama-
tion, and that at the sound of the seventh
trumpet, ch. xi., where the time is said to be
come, when “ the cause of the dead,” (namely,
those who died for the sake of Christ) ‘¢ should
be judged, and God should give reward to his
servants the prophets, and to the saints, and to
those who fear his name, both small and great,
and should destroy those who destroy the earth.”
So here, ““ Blessed are the dead from henceforth,
who die in the Lord, that they may rest from
their labours;” that is, they may henceforth lead
a life secure from their ancient evils and calami-
ties; (by which is intimated the extermination of
enemies and tyrants;) “and their works do fol-
low them;” that is, they shall obtain a most
blessed reward for all their sufferings and all
their good works.

Meanwhile, if this interpretation is admitted, [
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adapted to it, the latter with reference to Israel
gathered together into the garner of the Church;
the former to the slaughter of enemies in con-
junction with that event; yet as the matter here
treated of is the last effort of the Church against
its foes, I think that the notion of reaping and
threshing is altogether to be preferred.

But whatever the barvest may be, the descrip-
tion proves that Christ himself as king will
assuredly be the Lord of it, and the director of
the work of reaping the corn. For to what other
king than him is that title of the Son of man
coming in the chariot of a cloud, attributed
through the whole course of Scripture? So that,
in my opinion, it is by no means safe to wrest it
to any other meaning. It is rather to be col-
lected, that the power of the Divinity in dis-
charging the duties of that harvest, as well as in
the vintage next to come, will be more conspi-
cuous and illustrious than in any of those works,
which were performed only in the names of
angels.

Hitherto we have formed conjectures respect-
ing the harvest. Let us now proceed to the vin-
tage ; which, as it usually does in the order of
events, it is agreeable to reason that it should
succeed the harvest.

“ And another angel came out of the temple
which is in heaven, he also having a sharp sickle.
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paces, is yet greater than the Roman by a fifth
part. So that 200 Roman miles make no more
than 160 Greek.

This is the sum of the argument. Besides, it
is not altogether unimportant, in addition to this
conjecture, that the name of the place is called
in the Hebrew language Armageddon, as if it
were to be in the land of the Hebrews. But
after all, by what means could this possibly take
place ! Indeed, to those who imagine Antichrist
is to come from the East, this opinion is very
natural and easy ; but not so to us, unless some
one perhaps should think it probable, that the
false prophet, after the overthrow of Rome,
should migrate into the East, and there fix his
seat; which there are not wanting some among
the followers of the beast who maintain, that is,
that before the last day of judgment, the Roman
poutiff shall have his habitation at Jerusalem.
For certainly, that the beast with his affairs at
home, placed in such a state, and in such jeo-
pardy in the West, as is supposed, should again
(as formerly in the expedition to Jerusalem) lead
an army into Palestine, leaving many enemies
behind him, and there at length be entirely put
an end to, cannot be affirmed with any show of
probability. But farther, that we who assert a
Western Antichrist may not be inferior on this
side to those who suppose an Eastern one, there
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wix fire” For God, by whose providence it
e 2 pass, that they agreed with so marvel-
Jsas a comsent im supporting this beast of the
Insx head, even to the time appointed, will, at
ssme fucare ume, put it into their hearts to
exarzez s wil on their metropolis, the harlot.
Thas G the ansel.

As to what remmains in the description of the
aiirgory, that this harlot “had a golden cup in
her hand, full of abominations, and filthiness of
lher formacation ;7 amd also, that “ she bore in her
forehoni her name written ;” did not require the
merpretation of the angel, since there is an allu-
som = boch to the ancent custom of harlots and
of the stews, where they used to drink philtres
out of a golden cup to their lovers. In those
piaces the cells were inscribed with the name of
the hariuts, as Tertullian shows in his book on
Modesty, &c. &c. Besides, if the harlot were
famwous, it appears that, not only on the cell, but
on her forchead, she bare her name and eulogy
written, &c. &c.
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beast, which resemble the earth, the sea, the
rivers, and the sun. For all the phials are poured
upon the beast, and therefore each relates to
something connected with the beast, or at least
affecting his interest.

Fifthly, The whole body of the beast, or the
antichristian universe, is tacitly compared by the
Holy Spirit, in the same manner as in the trum-
pets, to the mundane system, of which the diffe-
rent parts are the earth, the sea, the rivers, hea-
ven, and the luminaries, so that the earth in the
pontificate universe would be so called from its
resemblance to the earth, the sea from the same
likeness to the sea, the rivers to the rivers, and
the sun to the sun in the natural world.

Sixthly, Lastly (as we have observed more
than" once), because God employs angels as mi-
nisters of his providence, in exciting and direct-
ing the movements and revolutions of human
affairs; therefore, those things which are per-
formed by the hands of many, are yet attributed
to an angel, as the president and director of the
event to be transacted, according to a common

mode of speaking.
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tisax the pope was Antichnist. By which vapour
on the earth, now glowing with the wrath of
Gud, the followers of the beast being affected,
grew all very hot with the sores of grief and in-
dazmation, by which, excited to rage, they dealt
mat coelly with fire and flame against their
opponents, in a wonderful manner for many
wears; but in vain, for they were disquieted by a
bad and incurable ulcer, which the more they
agaated themselves, became so much the worse
from day to day. So formerly the land of Egypt,
speinkied by the Divine command with ashes of
the furnace, rendered all the servants of Pharaoh,
an] their catile, full of ulcers.

Now the world of the beast is in ch. xi. spiri-
tually called Egypt, and therefore this plague of
the ulcers is to be spiritually interpreted, that is,
mystically, and by analogy, and this likewise in
the figurative representation of the two following
plagues, is to be diligently observed.

Phial the Second,
On the Sea of the Bestial World.

The sea, in the antichristian world, is the com-
pass of the pontifical communion ; by which not
ounly individual Christians, but whole nations,
peoples, kingdoms, provinces, dioceses, otherwise
disjoined axd separated from each other, are col-
lected into one. Or, the antichristian sea is the
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be poured out; so that he, driven out of his
usual course in the heaven of the beast, and
shining in a different manner, may scorch and
torment with heat and fervour, even to blas-
phemy, the inhabitants of the antichristian world,
whom he was formerly accustomed greatly to
cheer with his warmth and radiance. And lo!
while I am publishing these remarks, on which
I had long ago written a Commentary, a report
has filled the whole Christian world, while the
pious are offering up their gratulations, that an
avenger from God has come from the North, to
succour afflicted and depressed Germany—a king
pious and fortunate, and a conqueror wherever
he has come, whose successes surpass the flight
of the eagle. Is not this he whom the Lord of
Hosts has destined. to execute the work of this
phial? So I hope and pray from my soul,—
“ Gird thee then with thy sword, O great King !
proceed prosperously and reign, for the sake of
truth, of meekness, and of righteousness; for thy
right hand shall teach thee terrible things ®.”

® This relates, I suppose, to the king of Sweden, and is
surely a proof how careful we should be in the interpretation
of prophetical scripture, when we see so enlightened and
cautious a commentator as Mede led to apply an important
part of the great scheme of prophecy to passing events.—
R. B. C.
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beast to come from the East, that is, for the
ksraelites, wooderfolly converted to the pure
Gich and worship of Christ, and now become
candudates for the kingdom promised for so
many ages. Whom the followers of the beast,
perhaps, mav be inclined to consider as the army
of their fictitious antichrist, to arise from the
Jews, of whom they do not hesitate to assert,
that even we of this day are the forerunners.
God thus avenging their obstinacy in error.
Now two things induce me to understand “ the
Kines, to come (as it is said) from the rising of
the sun,” as spoken of the Jews. First, that it
is the last phial but one, during which, therefore,
if the Jews are not converted, it must necessarily
come to pass, that they would be destroyed with
the other enemies of Christ, in the number of
whom they would still be included, in that great
day of universal vengeance and judgment, which
the next and last phial introduces. Besides the
passage in Isaiah referring to the same event,
brings me to this conclusion, from which, in all
probability, this part of the Apocalypse is bor-
rowed. “ And the Lord,” says he, ch. xi. 15, 16,
« shall destroy (I should prefer, As the Lord has
destroyed) the tongue of the Egyptian' sea, and
(I should prefer So) he shall lift up his hand
upon the river, (Targum, the river Euphrates)
with his mighty wind, (or Spirit) and shall smite
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which I have demonstrated above; and the

same. It was so looked forward to by Christians
of the age next after the apostles, that Justin
Martyr attests, not only that he himself believed
2, but that it was believed with the fullest assent
by those, who were at that time Christians of the
orthodox persuasion, in all things. Which opi-
mion of the first Christians, whether deformed
by certain additions afterwards, or improperly or
arronecusly understood, (as I am inclined to be-
Beve,) their posterity after one or two ages re-
jected. To such a degree, however, was this
curried by a progressive ardour of contention,
(which you will justly be surprised at, and la-
ment,) before the matter could be proved, that
those who could not otherwise get rid of the
force of the opposite opinion, built on the foun-
dation of the Apocalypse, chose rather to call in
question that most divine prophecy, signed and
se-ledbydl&edlsaplesoftheaposﬂes,and

subject by their invented presumptions, than to
submit and yield themselves up to the force of
conviction. Until at length, having contrived a
commodious interpretation of that Millennium,
(as they then imagined,) leaving the authority of
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(Luie, ch xxi. 24,) be should appear in the
cdeads of heaven, when there shall be given to
kian power, and glory, and a kingdom, that all
pevoie. matiows, and tongues, should serve him,
er wvara as the angel soon after explains it,)
* The kicedom, power, and greatness of the
kimedom, under the whole heaven, shall be given
%o the people of the saints of the Most High.”
D ch wa 13, 14, als0 18, 22, 26,27. For,as
I have yast mow observed, this kingdom is not to
be atter the last resurrection, since at that time
the kizxedom s not to be entered upon by the
Soa of Man, but, as St. Paul testifies, to be laid
down, and defivered up to the Father. Now as
that, the same kingdom, is treated of in both
places, as well by John as by Daniel, may be
proved from these two arguments. That both
begin from the same terminus, namely, from the
extermunation of the fourth, or Roman beast. That
of Daniel, when the beast who acts under the
last government of “the horm with eyes,” was
given to be slain, and “his body delivered to the
burning flame,” Dan. ch. vii. v. 11, 12. 26. That
of the Apocalypse, when the beast and false pro-
phet, (that wicked hom of Daniel, having a
mouth and eyes like a man) “ were taken, and
both cast alive into a lake of fire burning with
brimstone.” Secondly, it may be proved from
the same session of judgment preceding both.
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For that the one is borrowed from the other,
and that both, altogether, refer to the same
event, will appear from the collation of the words
in the description of each.

DANIEL, CH. VII. APOCALYPSE, CH. XX. 4.

Ver.9. I beheld till | And I saw thrones,
thrones were set®,
Ver. 10. And the judg- | And they sat on them,
ment was sett, :
Ver.22. And judgment | And judgment was gi-

was given to the ven to them.
saints of the Most
High};

And the saints | And the saints lived
possessed the king- and reigned with
dom §. Christ a thousand

years.

Moreover, I wish to. give the reader this ad-
monition : Whatever sound doctrine, generally

* So it is rendered by the Septuagint in common with the
Vulgate,

1 That is, judges, as in the great sanhedrim of the Jews,—
to the pattern of which the whole description is conformed.

] That is, the power of judging. Hence that saying of St.
Paul,  the saints shall judge the world.”

§ That is, with the Son of man, who came in the clouds of
heaven.
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speaking, is delivered by the Jews, whatever by
our Lord in the Gospel, or in any part of the
New Testament by the apostles, relative to the
day of the great judgment, is drawn from this
vision of Daniel, namely, the judgment to be
perfected by fire—Christ’s coming in the clouds
of heaven,—coming in the glory of the Father,
with a multitude of angels,—the saints, who are
to judge the world, with him,—Antichrist to be
destroyed at the brightness of his appearance,
&c. So that they who endeavour to throw down
the column of evangelical faith, concerning the
glonous advent of Christ, neglecting the ancient
tradition of the Church, must labour to transfer
that prophecy to some other event.

Lastly, that I may come to a conclusion :—
This is that most ample kingdom, which, ac-
conding to Daniel's interpretation, was foreshown
to Nebuchadvezzar in the statue, predictive of
four kingdoms. Not that of the stone cut out
of the mountain, while the series of the mo-
narchies was still subsisting; (for that is the
present state of Christ’s kingdom;) but of the
stone when the same monarchies were utterly
broken in pieces and destroyed, which became a
great mountain, and filled the whole world.

——

On these subjects, Reader, I have treated,
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but not asserted any thing rashly. I humbly
refer the whole matter to be judged of by the
Church, from the word of God,—to whose judg-
ment, as it is fit, I willingly submit my opinion
concerning this mystery.

T Oep dokn.



A REMARKABLE PASSAGE

From ¢ Dislogwe between Justin Martyr, and
Tryzhe, ¢ Jex, respeciing the Millennium, or
tiv Thossand Years of the kingdom of Christ,
crvrecied end illustrated by Notes.

TRYPHO.
Now tell me the truth. Do you expect and
confess, that this place, Jerusalem, is at length
to be re-established, and your people to be col-
Jectzd together, and brought out with joy, toge-
ther with Christ, and the patriarchs, and the
prophets, and with these who are of our race, or
even some of those who were proselytes before
the coming of Chnist ! Or do you go to such a
length, as to counfess these things, that you may
appear to exceed us in doubtful questions ?

JUSTIN.

I am not reduced to such straits, O Trypho,
as to speak differently from what I think. I
have already confessed to you, and before also,
that I, and indeed many others with me, believe
that it will come to pass, as you fully know.
But on the contrary, I have signified to thee,

7






et zalew Jows. xni mns o SAhwahesm . and
. i G wify G s § i
exts o= Gox el excames. were far from
-

T e 2 am 3 Teer ey - Srvepever -iml_—.—--’.’

“ B | xou 3l Orvstiens, whe are of the ortho-
dx mmEm.” jerl xERgwiedze taat there will
3= 2 esarecaow of T desh sad a thowsand
s w1 Jeromiem. remewed. and adorned,
a chers decore ®.

Fur s Essns spesks of the time of those
thousand vems. a e Ixv. v 17, &) “ For
thers shall b= a new besven, and a new earth,
ad T rmer shal ot be remembered, nor
come mo mim’.  They shall find joy and exul-
tatva n thac whach [ create. For, behold, 1
maie “tor” Jercsaler an exultation, and (for]
my people a jov,” kc. to the end of the chapter.

Bat, as to that expression, “ For according to

® Noer by Mede.? If you except the principal articles of

faish, I know mot whether a similar testimony can be found
%o aay Christian dogma. It is a great previous argument in
its favowr, that all the orthodox thought the same in the
age mext to the apostles. Justin became a Christian about
thirty vears after the death of St. John, in which time it is
very probable many were alive who had heard the apostles
teach. -
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gifts still existing among us up to the present
time, &c.

Another Passage referring to the same subject.

After a Discourse on the great Day of Judg-
ment, (which he calls ryv peyaday fuépav ric xpioe-
wc,) when the Jews should have mourned for
Christ, whom they pierced, and when Christ
himself, inaugurated after the order of Melchise-
dech, should have become the judge of quick and
dead, he immediately subjoins, ¢ At whose second
coming, do not imagine that Esaias, or the other
prophets inform us, that sacrifices of blood or
of libations were to be offered upon the altar, but
true and spiritual praises and thanksgivings.
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remission, so out of the seven thousand years of
the world, the seventh millenary will be the mil-
lenary of remission, as it is said, ¢ And the Lord
alone shall be exalted in that day.’ It is said
also in the 92d Psalm, a Psalm or Song for the
Sabbath-day, that is, of the day of perfect rest.
It is also said, Psalm xc. ‘For a thousand years
in thy sight are but as yesterday.’ ”

Here the Reader may remark two things :—
First, that the ancient Jews understood that
prophecy of Isaiah, ch. ii. where these words,
‘“ And the Lord alone shall be exalted in that
day,” occur twice,—of the day of the great judg-
ment, and of the reign of Christ, from whose
footsteps the succeeding Rabbins do not depart.
“ <In that day, that is, the day of judgment,”
says R. Schelomo. Also, “ When he shall have
risen to consume the earth, that is,” says he, “in
the day of judgment, in which the Lord shall
consume the wicked of the earth.” R. David
Kimschi says, « In that day, that is, in the days
of the Messiah, when God shall execute judg-
ment on the wicked.” And again, “ And the
Lord alone shall be exalted in that day, is the
same as if he had said, The Lord shall be King
over all the earth.” Another thing to be re-
marked is, that the title of the 92d Psalm was
thought by those Hebrew masters to have re-
spect to the subject of the Psalm, and that it
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e we 0 e, amd the revival of the dead
Bar 1 »ux miilenary that was to come, they did
mmm 1 ¢ sevench satisfy all There were
Rrore. mi nC X Tierhor asthority, who under-
UL T 2f The 533 as the house of Elias, whose
i "epevsier T mibennium of the great
marment ¥ exsud I these words: “ The just,
o el w tise arm. ‘namely, at the first
Tesrrersia *U wil mo¢ azain be reduced to
ast  Bor T yoo =gwre of those thousand years
I waea The Swessed God will renew the world,
of w2002 = suad. © And the Lord alone will be
exarai I s day, what will become of the
jot! Be & imown, that the holy and blessed
Gud wil Cve hem wings like esgles, that they
may 2y toon the face of the waters; whence it
= a3, Psabm xivL 3, ¢ Therefore will we not fear
wien the esrth shall be changed.” Perhaps you
wii sav. it must be an affliction to them. But
toen ovcurs that passage in Isaiah, ch. xl. 31,
* They that wait on the Lord shall renew their
strength. They shall mount up with wings as
eagles.”™  The same tradition, however, asserts,
that the world shall not last more than six thou-
sand years. For thus runs the tradition : “ The

* Which all the Rabbis generally acknowledge, and also
the author of the Book of Wisdom, ch. iii. 7, 8.






152 OPISISS OF THE HEBREW DOCTORS

and there shall be a memorial of their goodness
bearmg fruit, and never failing, just as the re-
membrance of the sound of trampets over the old
wine, which used to be poured out in libation on
the sanctuary.”

Targum on Ps. L v. 3. The just shall say in
the day of the great judgment, “ Our God shall
come and shall not keep silence, to execute ven-
geance for his people.”

R. Saadas (one of those doctors whom they
call eminent,’ on that passage of Daniel, c. vii.
v. 10, “ And the judgment was set, and the
books were opened,” says, “ That is the day of
jodgment, as it is written, Mal. c. iv. 1, ¢ Be-
hold, the day cometh burning as a furnace.'—
¢ And the Lord of hosts shall be exalted in judg-
ment,” Isa. c. v. ver. 16.—and also, ¢ Wherefore
wait ye for me, saith the Lord.’ That is the
great day when the Lord shall arise to judgment.”
And a little after he says, “ Know that with re-
lation to what I quoted, ¢ The judgment sat, and
the books were opened,’ I expounded it above of
the day of judgment, and the day of visitation ;
(Wisdom c. vii. v. 7 and 13.) that is, the day to
come, when inquiry shall be made into every
work of the sons of men, as well the living as the
dead.” The same observes on v. 18, “ And the
saints of the most high God shall take the king-
dom.” Because the Israelites rebelled against
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pstzd kom ks place, but that the wonderful
thines whach shall come to pass in the days of
thoee Kngdhuns, that 5, when the Messiah shall
distroy the kingdoms of the world, will be the
ckief @ their estimation, and Egypt will be but
secoucary. From these and similar sayings, the
reader mav wearn why Jerome so often reproaches
Judaism jor its millenaries ; which indeed he
does so stadioasly, that this may appear to have
been the tramphant argument by which he
wouid prove the error of that dogma. Bat how-
ever & may be with the dogma, and whether
these fathers judged advisedly or not, to think
with the Jews is not always to be imputed as a
fanlt. Ocherwise, why do we not likewise ex-
plode the age to come, Gehenna, Paradise ? For
do not we Christians hold these in common with
the Jews! Why should we not then receive
those expressions of the kingdom of the heavens,
and the day of judgment, delivered down from
the Jewish masters? For where can they find
those in the canon of the Old Testament, which
however are very common among the doctors of
the Jews ! Besides, who now, after having heard
the opinion of the ancient Hebrews concerning
the thousand years of the day of judgment, would
not immediately find himself induced to believe
that the apostle Peter in his dissertation about
the day of judgment, with the same people, (for
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Christian is sot here to be precisely of the same
cpmion wikh the Jews, but to be guided by the
messure of Christan faith,) no other than Jesus
of Nzzareth, whom their ancestors crucified, as
the Apucalypse every where so earmestly incul-
ates. = Behold,” says its anthor, just after its
commencement, < Jesus Chrst, the first borm
fom the dead, who loved us, and washed us
from cur ssms m his own blood, behold, he cometh
with cloads, and every eye shall see him, even
they who peerced him, and all the kindreds of the
earth shail wail becanse of him. I am A and Q,
te First and the Last, saith the Lord, which is,
a~d which was, and which s to come.” Also he
attribates that angust kingdom every where to
the Lamb, that is, to Jesus Christ who was slain;
as ch. vio. of the multitude bearing palms, «“ The
Lamb shall feed them,” &c.; c. xviL v. 14, “ The
Lamb shall subdue them, because he is King of
kings, and Lord of lords;” c. xix. v. 7. “ The
marriage of the Lamb is come ;* c. xxi. v. 9. of
the New Jerusalem, “ I will show you the spouse
of the Lamb;” and v. 23. “ The Lamb is the
Licht thereof,” & For while we wrest those
very clear prophecies of events relative to the
second coming of Christ, and apply them to the
first, the Jews hold us in derision, and are more
confirmed in their infidelity. This method of
converting the Jews, unless I am much deceived,
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the apostle Peter pursued, Acts c. iii. v. 19.
“ Repent ye,” says he, “ and be converted, that
your sins may be blotted out, and that® the times
of refreshing may come from the presence of the
Lord; and that he may send Jesus Christ, who
was before preached unto you, whom the hea-
vens must receive till the time of the restitution
of all things, which God has spoken by the
mouths of all his holy prophets, since the world

began.”

“ Prove all things. Hold fast that which is
good.” 1 Thess. c. v. ver. 21.

“ To our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, be
glory both now and to the day of the age.
Amen 1.” 2 Peter c. iii. last verse.

Te Ocp dota dia "Insov Xpiorov eic rovg atwvag.
"Apnv. :

® Sxwc &y EASwor. 1 eic Ypépar aiGvoc.

THE END.
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